





















Tails You Win! 


The Board of Directors of 
Durham Western Heritage Museum 
Cordially Invite You to Attend 
The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Commemorating the 
Re-opening of the 

BYRON REED 

COIN and DOCUMENT COLLECTION 

June 18,1999 
5:30 p.m. 

Durham Western Heritage Museum 
801 S. 10th Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Cocktail Buffet 

R.S.V.P. by June 14 by calling 402-444-5071 
Business Attire 



Eric P. Newman 
Ken Bressett 


DURHAM 

WESTERN 

HERITAGE 

MUSEUM 


6/2/99 


Gentleman; 

Greetings to you both. I hope you will forgive the inpersonality of a dual letter, but things are 
a little hectic around here right now. We open the Byron Reed Gallery (finally) on June 18th 
and all my time is spent getting it ready. I am including an invitation to the opening for you 
both. 

Dave Bowers said he had sent you both a scan of the Parmelee “peace token.” That scan was 
an early attempt and not very successful, worthless really. I’m sure you’ll find the enclosed 
scans of much higher quality. I was hoping to have written up my 25 pages of notes 
regarding the piece and send them along with the scans, but such is not to be the case. I’ll 
place these scans in your hands now without notes and you can start your own research; 
maybe by ANA Summer Session we can all link up for a discussion. 

Here’s what I can tell you about the piece so you don’t have to replow the same ground I’ve 
been over unless you want to. The pedigree of the piece (or pieces, as there may or may not 
be a silver one) in still under review but seems to go something like this: Mickley, Appleton, 
Bushnell, Parmelee, Reed. Not a bad bloodline. 

The medal first shows up in a 1861 meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society, as “a 
remarkable piece lately found in Philadelphia” (which coincidently is the title I am using for 
the working draft of my research). See also Mickley sale, lot #2537; Bushnell sale, lot #885; 
Parmelee sale, lot #579; and Betts #540. The various accounts reach contradictory 
conclusions: the main point of contention is whether the piece should date to the period of 
the Confederation (c.1785) or the Confederacy (c. 1861). After it came into possession of the 
city of Omaha, it was (mis?)identified as a Civil War token and kept with the other CW 
tokens in the collection until being re-evaluated after taking your class on Colonial Coins last 
summer(!). 

The specimen is 29.5 mm. or 1.159 inches in diameter and weighs 181.975 grains or 11.792 
grams. 


Here’s some things I’ve been doing research on in reference to this piece: 


Native Americans as portrayed on early medals besides Indian peace medals. In 
particular, those instances (mostly French) where America is symbolized as an Indian 
(male and female). 

Early American medals showing doves carrying (olive) branches 

801 South Tenth Street 
Omaha, NE 68108-3299 
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FAX (402) 444-5397 


The word TYRANNIS as used on early American coins and medals 
The word CONFEDERATIO as used on early coins and medals 
Starburst patterns on the Nova Constellatio and Confederatio series 
Tobacco plants on early American medals 


Obviously from the direction of my research, you can surmise I do not think this piece has 
anything to do with the Southern Confederacy. 

I believe the next step is to start comparing letterpunches to see if we can tell where and 
when this thing came from. I have done a little comparison with likely suspects using Breen, 
without success. I suspect you both have much better resources for carrying out that kind of 
comparison than I do. Dave thinks the “R” ring a bell. 

Among the scans I am passing on is one of all the words in the legend, rearranged and placed 
on a horizontal plane one letter at a time. Please be aware on that illustration that the letter 
placement in relation one to another is not how it is on the coin, but how it reads best for 
researching letterpunches. 

(Incidently, it would be possible using present technology to develop a digital library of all 
known letter punch sets used on every colonial coin and medal (or any other catagory). This 
would be accomplished by scanning all known coins in a given catagory, breaking these scans 
down into indivdual letters used within the legends, then entering the individual as graphic 
files within a relational data base like FileMaker Pro. Such an arrangement would allow 
comparisons between letterpunches of every coin in the data base library. It would not only 
allow letter sets of newly discovered coins to rapidly be compared to known die sinkers, it 
would likely also show previously unsuspected relationships between different engravers, die 
sinkers, and mints. The database could even be placed on the world wide web for other 
researchers to use.) 

Well, there you go, gentlemen: a new early American puzzle to work on. Good luck. But 
please, as I told Dave, I am not publicly releasing any information or images of this medal 
yet, so use your discression in who you pull in on this. Thanks for your input and I look 
forward to seeing you at ANA Summer Seminar. 


Sincerely 



cc: Dave Bowers 







www.coinworld.com 
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IT’S “GOLDEN,” 

not gold, although 
many don’t know 
that. 

pie that can 


The GAO survey found 
that almost 40 percent of 
the people who had 
seen the Mint’s ad¬ 
vertisements believe 
that the coin contains 
gold or are not cer¬ 
tain whether the coin 
contains any gold. The 
percentage of people 
who expressed contu¬ 
sion about the coin’s 
gold content was 
slightly higher among 
the elderly (about 44 
percent) and people 
in the lowest income bracket 
Please see FTC Page 16 


ds unique treasure 


Photography by Douglas Plasencia. Courtesy of 
Bowers and Merena/Collectors Universe. 

^ aci ^ c Company gold dollar was 
jnd by metal detector in Pennsylvania. 

rence for the series, calls it “an interesting 
e and said it is remarkable that such pieces 
still being found 150 years after they were 


*. F ™ *L E,NG described “ a medal, token, coin and circa 
Uvil War fantasy, this copper piece, out of the eyes of the col¬ 
lecting public for 110 years, goes on public display May 5. 

Unseen for 110 years, ‘token’ 
»®“j£ ces ,n Reed Election 

COIN WORLD Staff 
A unique copper piece identi¬ 
fied over the past 110 years as a 
coin, a medal, a pattern and a 
token, and last publicly seen in 
1890 when it was purchased at 
auction by Byron Reed, will 
resurface as part of an educa¬ 
tional presentation May 5 dur¬ 
ing the Central States Numis¬ 
matic Society Convention at 
the Minnesota Convention 
Center in Minneapolis. 

Lawrence J. Lee, curator for 
the Byron Reed Collection 
housed at the Durham Western 
Heritage Museum in Omaha, 
will reintroduce the piece, most 


DIE CRACK appears on 
“token,” believed to be a fan¬ 
tasy piece, that will be sub¬ 
ject of a presentation May 5. 

Please see HIDDEN Page 120 
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HIDDEN from Page 1 

recently described as a Civil War-era fanta¬ 
sy, in an 11 a.m. slide presentation titled, 
“A Remarkable Piece Lately Found in 
Philadelphia.” Reed was an Omaha, Neb., 
real estate mogul who left his vast collec¬ 
tion to Omaha upon his death at the end of 
the 19th century. 

Because of its iconography and inscrip¬ 
tion, early numismatists generally consid¬ 
ered the piece, measuring nearly 18 mil¬ 
limeters in diameter, to be from the Con¬ 
federation period of American history 
(1783-1789), according to Lee. 

The copper piece was originally brought 
to light at an October 1861 meeting of the 
Boston Numismatic Society by numisma¬ 
tist William Sumner Appleton, where it 
was described as a “coin.” Appleton made 
no claims that the coin was his, and Lee’s 
research points to the piece being the prop¬ 
erty of prominent Philadelphia collector 
Joseph Micldey. 

When numismatist W.W. Woodward 
offered the piece in 1867 as part of the 
Mickley sale, the piece was described 
under the Colonial section as a “Confeder¬ 
ate,” and was acquired by'Charles Bush- 
nell for $75. In the Chapman brothers’ 
1882 sale of the Bushnell Collection, the 
piece was identified as a “medal” under the 
section for “Immune Columbia and Con¬ 
federate Pieces,” indicating what numis¬ 
matists then thought the piece to be. Lorin 
G. Parmelee acquired the piece for $45. 

Numismatist Edward Proskey offered the 
piece in 1890 as part of the Parmelee sale 
where it was identified as a “peace token.” 
The piece, purchased by Reed for $16.50 
was placed under the classification “Mis¬ 
cellaneous Experimental Pieces and 
Tokens.” 

In c Wyllys Betts’ work, American 
Colonial History Illustrated by Contempo¬ 
rary Medals, published in 1894 several 
years after Betts’ death, the book’s editors 
William T.R Marvin and Lyman H. Low’ 
questioned the time period in which Betts 
classified the piece as having come from 
the period of the Revolutionary War. 

Marvin and Low suggest the piece may 
have been a product from the days of the 
Civil War. The two researchers based this 
assumption on Appleton’s 1861 presenta¬ 
tion at the Boston Numismatic Society but 
noted that Appleton’s record of the meeting 


was for a silver medal that was in his col¬ 
lection. 

Lee said the piece has been shown to 
Colonial researchers Eric P. Newman, 
Michael Hodder, Q. David Bowers and 
Kenneth E. Bressett, and all have their 
opinions on what the piece may be. 

Lee said research has not yielded who 
made the copper piece, but the iconogra¬ 
phy and inscriptions resemble those found 
on Thomas Wyon’s Confederatio copper 
patterns. During his presentation, Lee said 
he would trace the use of the motifs and 
legends as they have been used on coinage. 
Those on the copper piece suggest a period 
around the end of the Revolutionary War 
Lee said. 

For example, the use of the word “tyrant,” 
which appears in Latin on the copper piece, 
always has referred to the Colonists’ hatred 
of King George ID, Lee said. 

Lee, also as part of his presentation, will 
break down the legends into their individ¬ 
ual components and trace their evolution 
on coins. The image of the Indian, Lee 
said, is a personification of America. He 
will also trace the use of the starburst 
motif. 

As it appears on the copper piece, the 
starburst triangle radiates in instead of 
radiating out, with the engraver apparently 
having problems solving the geometric dif¬ 
ficulties in placing 13 rays within a 360- 
degree design. Lee said the copper piece 
was struck in a collar. 

Lee said it is interesting to note that 
Appleton, the individual who brought the 
existence of the piece to the n umismat ic 
world in 1861, outlived all of the principal 
players since the piece was first reported 
Appleton died in 1905. 

The piece faded into obscurity after the 
Reed Collection was given to the city of 
Omaha in 1895, where it was miscataloged 
as a Civil War-era token and basically 
ignored until its pedigree and importance 
were rediscovered in 1998. 

Lee explained a single silver version of 
the copper piece with a reverse showing 15 
stars instead of 13 is part of the numismat¬ 
ic holdings at the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. 

The side showing the Indian is cracked, 
indicating the silver version was produced 
after the copper issue, Lee said. 03 
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To: Larry Lee 
From: Eric P. Newman 
Date: 19 July 2001 
Re: Congratulations 

Congratulations on your new position with ANA. It will give you more 
opportunities to grow and to use your talents. 

I hope it will bring us in touch more often. 


Thrive. 


WALTER S. FORTNEY 
DENNIS R. SWIFT 
JAY S. GARRETT 
WILLIAM F. MCCANN 
ED HUDDLESTON 
VERNON E. REW, JR. 

A. BURCH WALDRON, III 
LARRY BRACKEN 
PAMELA ARNOLD BASSEL 
DABNEY D. BASSEL 
LYNN M. JOHNSON 
KELLEY B. HILL 


B. BLAKE COX 
JAMES H. CHEATHAM IV 
STEPHEN G. WILCOX 
ANGELA H. ROBINSON ** 
DEBORAH B. MORTON 

DAVID F. SHURTZ 
SHOSHANA L THOMA ISGUR 
JENNIFER M. COVINGTON 
MONIKA J. NICHOLAS 

••ALSO LICENSED IN THE 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


Law, Snakard & Gambill 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 
1600 W. SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 500 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-2598 


PHONE (817) 335-7373 
METRO (817) 429-2991 
FAX (817) 332-7473 


OF COUNSEL- 


LAWTON G. GAMBILL 
ROBERT F. WATSON 
HARRY HOPKINS 
ROBERT M. RANDOLPH 
CAROL WARE BRACKEN 

ROBERT F. SNAKARD 

RICE M. TILLEY 
(1899-1990) 

SAMUEL A. DENNY 
(1937-1999) 


AFFILIATED OFFICE 
- WEATHERFORD - 


21 lO PORT WORTH ST. 
WEATHERFORD, TEXAS 76086 
PHONE (817) 596-6987 


DIRECT DIAL NUMBER: 

( 817 ) 878-6330 


February 14, 2002 


Mr. Larry Lee 

American Numismatic Association 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Dear Larry: 

As I have said to you, I was both impressed and delighted with the “Una and the Lion” 
exhibit. You and your associates are to be congratulated for creating an exhibit which is truly 
interesting, beautiful and educational. 

As a numismatist and exhibitor for many years, I have enjoyed almost countless exhibits at 
ANA conventions, the Smithsonian and museums in the United States and overseas. Admitting to 
some prejudice, I cannot recall seeing any which were more beautiful, interesting and educational 
than the “Una.” I hope that it will be seen and enjoyed by many as it is further publicized and the 
word gets out. I suspect that this will be true. A Colorado Springs resident who was our guest at 
the opening enjoyed it so much that she plans to return and bring friends. 

I am glad that the ANA was able to bring you to the Money Museum. I have no doubt that 
the present exhibit is the forerunner of excellent exhibits for years to come. 

Thank you for a job well done. And please thank Ed Rochette for his courtesies and 
hospitality to Jo Ann and me last Friday. 


Sincerely, 


THL/dc 


257801.1 




AmericanNumismatic 


ASSOCIATION 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
719 / 632-2646 • FAX: 719 / 634-4085 
ana@money.org 
http://www.money.org 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Educational Foundation 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


March 15, 2002 


Dear Eric, 


One of the parts of this job I love is deciding which exhibits the ANA Museum is going to feature in the 
upcoming months and years. I am trying to schedule new exhibits about twelve to sixteen months in 
advance and I am now looking for a three-month exhibit to be held in mid-2003.1 was wondering if I 
could interest you in exhibiting some of your Colonial coins and currency notes at that time? 

We would be looking for no more than 75-125 items relating to the overall theme of Colonial 
numismatics, with individual cases highlighting topics within the overall theme. Thus, we would 
probably have cases devoted to minting techniques, contemporary counterfeits, foreign coins circulating 
in America, etc. The exact storyline and design are still to be worked out, but I am sure we would be able 
to showcase your collection around a theme and in a manner of which you would approve. I am hoping I 
can interest Ken Bressett as a counselor in this project as well. 

I am taking the liberty of enclosing a letter sent from Thos. Law, whose coins are currently featured in 
the “Una and the Lion” exhibit on display at the Museum through April 26. As you can see, Mr. Law 
was pleased with the exhibit we were able to create using his coins, and I am confident we could make an 
even stronger exhibit around the Eric P. Newman Educational Foundation Collection. (As with the “Una” 
display, the exhibit will include coins and objects from the ANA Collection as well). 

I appreciate you considering this request and I thank you for your continued support of the American 
Numismatic Association. 


O* 1 



Larry Curator 

American Numismatic Association 


World's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens • Chartered by Congress 




March 26, 2002 


Mr. Larry Lee 

American Numismatic Association 

818 N. Cascade Ave 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Dear Larry: 

Your gracious letter dated March 15, 2002 as to exhibiting at the ANA Museum is 
most appreciated. The exhibition idea serves the public as well as encourages the 
exhibitor to continue to do the same in other locations. This is important because looking 
at web sites is not the same as looking at books. 

At present I am in negotiations to reinstate the Money Museum I had for 20 years 
in St. Louis and hope to re-establish it here. This is requiring my input for the present but 
I will certainly reconsider your offer thereafter. 

I am delighted that you are obviously enjoying your new position and will help 
develop public numismatic enthusiasm and research. 

My kindest regards. 


Eric P. Newman 



October 11, 2002 


Mr. Larry Lee 

American Numismatic Association 
818 N. Cascade Ave 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 Registered Mail 


Dear Larry: 

Thank you for sending us for examination ANA’s example (the Garrett piece) of 
the Pitt Farthing dated 1766. We find no evidence of casting. We have compared it to our 
example and enclosed the sheet of the data we observed. 

We return herewith your coin, the photograph and the loan form. It was a pleasure 
to work on this item and if you or Ken have any further comments please let us hear from 
you. 

Thank you for the privilege of studying this item. 


My best. 


Eric P. Newman 


Cc: Ken Bressett 



